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Portraits honor state's fallen troops, families
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Patricia Roberts has a stack of pictures of her son, wearing his Army greens and a serious expression.

Yet that's not how she remembers her son, Jamaal Addison, the first Georgian to die in the war in Irag.
She still sees him in a black shirt and blue jacket, a smile on his face.

On Friday — the fourth anniversary of Addison's death — Marietta artist Lisa Gleim-Jonas gave
Roberts a portrait of her son at a memorial service at Addison's grave in Lithonia. It showed him in the
black shirt and blue jacket that his mom remembers so well.

"This will give me peace,” Roberts said. "I can look at this painting every day and see Jamaal for who he
really was,"

Gleim-Jonas is one of 35 artists behind a project to paint portraits of servicemen and women from
Georgia who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan, She said the artists will donate the paintings to the
families to give them a permanent memory of their loved ones.

Addison's was the first portrait, but another 32 are in the works. The artists estimate they will paint at
least 46 more. Gleim-Jonas has already started another portrait.

She looks at the smiling faces in photos and wonders what they did before they left for military service.
She likes to think of how the men lived and not how they died.

"I want 1o know what their life was like, not what took it away,” she said.

The artist builds a personal connection to the young men she paints. She is halfway through a portrait of
Lachary Alday, a Navy seaman hospital specialist who died June 9 at 22.

Alday's parents, Tommy and Donna Alday from southwest Georgia, sent her a high school graduation
picture and a photo of him in Irag. Alday's mother also sent her a letier about her son.

she told the artist that her son had sandy blonde hair and blue-green eves. He had a fever blister when
the picture of him in Ireq was taken, his mom noted. In a high school graduation picture, she attributed
her son's tight smile to braces,

"I can tell that she has looked at these pictures a lo," Gleim-Jonas said. "Only a mother would know
these things.”

The artist started tribute painting after she joined a national project to paint portraits of firefighters who
died on Sept. 11, 2001, She flew to New York and met the family of Brooklyn firefighter Thomas Foley,
32, before she paimed his portrait.

After the war in Iraq started, she decided to start the Georgia project. Fellow artists Geri Zaki, Leah
Henry, Fran Milner and Pat Aube Gray helped her organize the Atlanta Fine Arts League to get the
project going. :

Gleim-Jonas said artists poured in to help. Tara Materials offered canvasses, and the National Museum
of Patriotism in Midtown offered to exhibit the portraits.

But finding the families has proven to be more difficult than getting volunteers. The artists don't plan 1o
stop until they have found the families of all fallen service members and capture them in oil.

The framed, head and shoulders paintings are 20 by 24 inches and are available to immediate family
members. If asked, the artists will paint two portraits, one for the parenis and one for a SPOUSE.

Information

Geri Zaki at 770-979-3044 or on the Web at www.atlantafineartsleague.org.



