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By Stephanie Siegel 

Douglas Neighbor Staff Writer

The Atlanta Fine Arts League has organized a project called "Art from the Heart" to commemorate Georgia soldiers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Professional artists are creating and donating 24-inch by 20-inch framed oil portraits of the soldiers to surviving family members.

Douglas County resident Sandy Sparks read about the project and called the organizer, Geraldine Zaki, at (770) 979-3044, to thank her for doing this. 

	


"I told them this was one of the most wonderful things," Mrs. Sparks said, "and she asked me if I knew anyone who did portraits. I said I dabbled in them."

Mrs. Sparks said she has painted portraits of all her friends for wedding and birthday gifts. "This is a hobby, just for fun."

But she agreed to paint a portrait of Sgt. Ronnie Shelley, 34, of Valdosta, who died in an explosion July 30, 2005, in Baghdad. The portrait will be presented to his parents.

"I just felt so honored to be included," Mrs. Sparks said. "My hobby is turning into something very special.

"Being a military wife and having close friends that have served in Afghanistan, this hit close to home," she said. "My husband, Col. Ralph Sparks, was spared from going to Afghanistan, and I thought this would be a perfect way to say thank you to those who went and their families."

Mrs. Sparks, a mother and substitute teacher, last year painted a vision of pink ribbons to honor fellow breast cancer survivors. That painting hangs in the Douglas County Courthouse atrium each October for Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

The Art from the Heart Exhibition will be on display at the National Museum of Patriotism, 1405 Spring St. in midtown Atlanta, from Sept. 8 through Nov. 11, with an opening reception at 2 p.m. Sept. 8. The Wardlaw Brothers of Lyons will sing, and civic leaders will speak. 

	

	


